I went to work for the Fire Department in November 1961. They trained us for 2 months. Art Chandler was the instructor. While training, I spent 2 months on “A” shift and 2 months on “C” shift. After the training I was assigned to “B” shift. I was never shifted to any other platoon in the 25 years I worked for the Fire Department.
Marvin Kirby was my first Captain on the “B” shift.

My favorite truck was number 1 at the downtown station. I believe it was a Seagrave truck. Curly Walton and I drove it from Indiana to Idaho Falls. In 1966 I became one of the officers for the Fire Department Association. I was usually called on to jump into the life net. I weighed 250 lbs. It took most of the guys on the shift to hold the net.

We were called out to a big fire at the Idaho Falls Electric Company and Scott Book Store. Art Chandler and I were heading for the stairs to the basement where the fire started. When we got to the stairs the floor was getting soft. We dropped the hose and moved to the front door. Soon afterward, the floor fell through.

I was in the first group of Paramedics in 1972. I didn’t plan on becoming a paramedic. I took the class to learn. I was 45 years old and too old at the time. I worked with Roland Clark, and Ellis Jacobsen as a paramedic until 1977. I was glad to go back to driving the fire truck. I think it was the best job in the department.
One experience I had as a paramedic was intubating a 3 month old child. I received a letter from Dr. Hal W. Davis for the superb care I rendered for saving the child. I also was called to a motorcycle accident of a fellow Fire-Fighter, Norman Harper, who later died at the hospital from his injuries.

From 1966 to 1976, I was the Vice President Representative from Idaho Falls Fire Department. During this time, while the legislation in Boise was held, I would spend 2 or 3 days there. We were able to pass the Right to Bargaining Law. I also helped Idaho Department of Health and Welfare with a bill dealing with ambulance and paramedic bills. One of those bills was for paying for the ambulance in the State of Idaho 50 cents every time you renewed your driver’s license. Helped to kill a bill to do away with paramedics in the State of Idaho. 

I was with the Bargaining Committee for the City of Idaho Falls Fire Department when the 54 hours a week and Kelly days were started. Idaho Falls was the first department in the State of Idaho to start this program.

In 1968 to 1974, I was installed to the Ways and Means Committee of the International Canada and United States Fire Department Association for the AFL-CIO National Fire Department. I attended Fire Conventions at Toronto in 1968, Miami in 1070, Los Angeles in 1972, and Baltimore in 1974.

I have a lot of pictures of the wonderful 25 years I spent on the department with a great bunch of guys. I retired in November 1986.

Fire Fighters should be sure to take care of their families and fellow Fire Fighters. Take the needed precautions to keep each other safe on the job. Never take anything for granted and do a good job.

I was always treated well by the Fire Fighters and their families. They were and are the best!

